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Advanced Gem Bead Board Instructions 
Why would you want a Gem Bead Board besides being really cool? 
 
It has a great graph for Cabochons and Gemstones and even shows where to put the bindings. 
It has holes to put Soufflé Cups in 2 sizes  1 oz. and 2 oz., to hold different size beads.  You are 
supplied with a dozen of each Soufflé Cup. 
It has a ruler that has a groove that holds beads. When you place wire in it, you can cut it 
perfectly each time, because of the depths of the scale on the ruler. 
There are accessories you can purchase like Ring Guides, Round Guides and Oval Guides, each 
guide has multiple uses.  The Round Guides can be used for Ear Wires, Findings, Cabochons and 
Gemstones.   
The Oval Guide can be used for Findings, Clasps, Eyes, Hooks, Cabochons and Gemstones. 
The Ring Guide can be used for Findings, Ear Wires, Cabochons and Gemstones as well as 
Rings. 
Then, if a hole is drilled into the Wig Jig or Thing-A-Ma-Jig, you can mount it to the board for a 
stable platform for hands free use.   
And… this board will last a very long time, well beyond its 1 year warranty. 

 
If you tip the board the Soufflé Cups do not fall out if you put them in the holes properly. 
While pushing the Soufflé Cups in twist the cups just a little to secure them. 

 
The sides on the Board also help keep beads contained on the board and off the floor and out of the 
carpet. 
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Accessories 
 

 
Ring Guides – Sizes 4 to 11.5  Ring Guides work  just like a mandrel you will need to start a size smaller.  
ie:  If you have a ring size 7, you will want a size 6 guide. 

 
This is the Finished 3 Bead Ring.  Instructions for this ring are on the Ring Kit.   
 

 
Round Guides in the most popular sizes. The grooves show where to put bindings for Cabochons and 
Gemstone Prongs.  Size in millimeters - 12, 14, 16, 18, 19, 21, 23, 30, 38 mm (dollar Size). 
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Shown are a few Earrings made with the Round 10 mm Guide.  Instructions for three of these Earrings are 
in the Ear Wire Kit.  The Round 10 mm Guide comes with the Ear Wire Kit. 

 
Oval Guides in the most popular sizes.  The grooves help show where to put bindings for Cabochons and 
Prong Gemstones. Sizes are in Millimeters 12x10, 14x10, 16x8, 16x9, 18x9, 18x13, 22x8, 20x15, 24x10, 
25x18, 30x20, 30x22, 40x30mm 
 
 

 
The Clasp shown was made with an Oval 10x8 mm Guide.  Instructions for the Clasp are in the Clasp and 
Eye Kit.  The Oval 10 x 8mm Guide comes with the Clasp and Eye Kit.   
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I Drilled a hole into my Thing-A-Ma-Jig to enable mounting on the Gem Bead Board, this hold it steady 
and still while I am pulling the wire in different directions. 
 
How to Use the Gem Bead Board 

 
You can use the graph to help you cut wire the right length for your Cabochon or Gemstone.  You will 
need to measure with a micrometer.  This is done using the millimeters function.  
 

 
The Cabochon measures approximately 15 mm x 20 mm. 
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This Oval Cabochon measures  20 x 15 mm.  Looking up the 20 x 15 mm line you can find how long the 
wire should be and where the bindings should go by the little marks. 
 
 

 
 
This Round Smoky Quartz measured approximately 10 mm.  I have the Circular Circumference figured 
here for you.  You would use the 11 x 9 mm graph line for this Round Gemstone.  Notice that the 
circumference for the 10 mm is the same as the 11 x 9 mm. Oval Perimeter. 

Width Circumference Prongs 
5 15.7 1.9625 
6 18.84 2.355 
7 21.98 2.7475 
8 25.12 3.14 
9 28.26 3.5325 
10 31.4 3.925 
11 34.54 4.3175 
12 37.68 4.71 
13 40.82 5.1025 
14 43.96 5.495 
15 47.1 5.8875 
16 50.24 6.28 
17 53.38 6.6725 
18 56.52 7.065 
19 59.66 7.4575 
20 62.8 7.85 



 6 

21 65.94 8.2425 
22 69.08 8.635 
23 72.22 9.0275 
24 75.36 9.42 
25 78.5 9.8125 
26 81.64 10.205 
27 84.78 10.5975 
28 87.92 10.99 
29 91.06 11.3825 
30 94.2 11.775 

 

 
This Oval Smoky Quartz measured approximately 20 x 15 mm. 

 
I put Cabochon markings on the Gem Bead Board but not Gemstone markings, to avoid confusion 
between where the bindings go.  If both markings were on the board it would become very confusing for 
the user.   
When you find a Gemstone you are going to use, the example in the picture above is for an oval Smoky 
Quartz it measures approximately 20 x 15 mm. Put a felt tip marker line between each mark for that size, 
this will show you where to place the prongs for a gemstone.  The Gemstone with prongs Instruction 
Guide will show more detail on this. 
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First measure the wire for the 20 x 15mm Cabochon..  For a Cabochon you will use the marks on the 20 x 
15 mm graph line to note where to put your bindings.  If you are looking at a clock the Cabochons 
bindings are usually put at the 3 o’clock, 6 o’clock and 9 o’clock positions.. 
Gemstones are usually pronged and put at the 2 o’clock, 4 o’clock, 8 o’clock and 10 o’clock positions.. 

 
Next hold the measured wire at the “0“ mark on the measuring guide.  Then measure 4 to 6 inches  more 
which allows you 2 to 3 inches on each side of your Cabochon or Gemstone for your pretty work.   
 
 

 
 
I decided to add 2 inches for each side.  You see here the 4” plus the amount of measurement allowed for 
the 20 x 15mm cabochon.   
 
Notice the groove, it is nice for holding beads, or cutting wire, the cutters fit in nicely. 
 
This was an overview of the different uses of the Gem Bead Board.  See the Wire Wrapping Cabochons 
or Wire Wrapping Gemstones with Prongs for more detailed instructions on accomplishing these tasks. 
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I hope you can see how easy it is to use the Advanced Gem Bead Board. 
 
 
       
More to come in the future. 
 
Thank you 
Gail Jones 
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webscene@san.rr.com 
 
http://Gembeadboardsnmore.artfire.com 
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Warranty and General Information Sheet 
 

Custom Gem Bead Boards and more will warranty all items against defect or accidental damage for one 
(1) year. 
Wash your board with mild soap and water.  Do Not use Windex, Alcohol or Acetone on your board. 
 
Note:  For more cups and lids, you can purchase them online, at your local Smart & Final store or through 
Custom Gem Bead Boards and more. 
  
 2oz. Dart translucent soufflé cups part #200 PC 
 Dart clear lids part #200 PCL 
 
 1oz. Dart translucent soufflé cups part #100 PC 
 Dart clear lids part #100 PCL 
 
 
Thank you 
Gail Jones 
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webscene@san.rr.com 
 
http://Gembeadboardsnmore.artfire.com 
 
 


